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STUDY DESCRIPTION 
 
SADA STUDY NUMBER: 0002 
 
STUDY TITLE: Multipurpose Survey on Crime Victimization, 
Homosexuality, Abortion and Euthanasia [South Africa), 
1981 
 
PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR: Schurink, W J and Esterhuysen, H M 
 
ABSTRACT: A self—initiated investigation by the Institute for 
Sociological and Demographic Research of the HSRC, the aim of the 
project was to determine the attitudes of white people towards crime 
victimization, homosexuality, abortion and euthanasia. 
 
SAMPLING: The 1980 postal panel of the Opinion Survey Centre (OSC) 
was used to collect the data relating to this dataset. A random 
sample of 5 000 people who were drawn from the voters’ roll were 
invited to take part in periodic postal questionnaire surveys. Only 
1549 responded. As compensation and incentive the members either 
received a subscription to a magazine of their choice paid for by 
the HSRC, or they came into consideration for prizes of bonus bond 
certificates if their questionnaires reached the OSC by a specified 
date. 
 
DATE OF RESEARCH: October 1981 
 
EXTENT OF PROCESSING: rlay.sada 
 
EXTENT OF COLLECTION: 1 data file in SPSS and machine-readable 
documentation and questionnaire. 
 
 Number of cases: 1 549 
 Number of records per case: 3 
 Total number of records 4 647 
 Logical record length:  80 
 Number of variables:  133 
 Number of kilobytes:       305 KB 
 
NOTE: Deck 3 contains variables created by the Principal 
Investigator (columns 22—76) and used only by the P1. 
They are not documented. 
 
PUBLICATIONS: 
 
Duckitt, J H; ‘Attitudes of White South Africans Towards 
Homosexuality’; SOUTH AFRICAN JOURNAL OF SOCIOLOGY, 
15(2), 1984: 89—93. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HUMAN SCIENCES RESEARCH COUNCIL 
 
OPINION SURVEY CENTRE 
 
MAIL QUESTIONNAIRE: MULTIPURPOSE SURVEY: SEPTEMBER 1981 
 
This questionnaire contains questions concerning the following subjects. 
(a) Criminal victimization 
(b) General attitudes 
(c) Attitudes towards homosexuality 
(d) Attitudes towards abortions 
(e) Attitudes towards euthanasia 
 
The above aspects have often been commented on and publically debated in the letter columns of 
newspapers, in radio and television programmes, in magazines as well as from public platforms. 
However, there is very little knowledge of the white South African public’s experiences of and 
attitudes towards these matters. Consequently the purpose of this questionnaire is to obtain this 
information in a scientific manner. This information should prove to be of considerable practical and 
theoretical value to the public, community leaders, social scientists and planners. 
 
The questionnaire has been compiled by the South African Institute for Sociological, Demographic 
and Criminological Research of the Human Sciences Research Council. The investigation forms 
part of this Institute’s programme of research into social problems and phenomena in the Republic. 
 
The questionnaire should be completed only by the person to whom it is addressed. 
 
Please complete the questionnaire honestly and do not consult anyone else while answering the 
questions. 
 
MULTIPURPOSE QUESTIONNAIRE FOR WHITE SOUTH AFRICANS 
 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE COMPLETION OF THE QUESTIONNAIRE 
 
1. Please answer all the questions 
2. Practically all the questions are to be answered by means of encircling the number which 
indicates your choice. 
3. At some questions you are required to select an answer from several possible answers and 
then to write down the number(s) which indicates your answer. 
4. Whenever another procedure for answering a question is required, it will be explained 
separately. 
 
CARD NUMBER 1 2-6 
 
 
SECTION A 
 
VICTIMIZATION 
 
1.   Have you ever been the victim of any of the following crimes. If you have been a victim, please 
indicate how many times each crime was committed against you. 
 
 No One Twice 3 
times 
4 
times 
5 or 
more 
  
01   Theft of money or possessions (less 
than R50) 
1 2 3 4 5 6  7 
02   Theft of money or possessions 
(more than R50) 
1 2 3 4 5 6  8 
03.   Burglary (e.g. house has been 
burgled and goods stolen) with a loss of 
less than R50. 
1 2 3 4 5 6  9 
04.   Burglary (e.g. house has been 
burgled and goods stolen) with a loss in 
excess of R50. 
1 2 3 4 5 6  10 
05.   robbery (theft with violence – 
including threats of violence) 
1 2 3 4 5 6  11 
06.   Assault (ordinary i.e. without 
weapon) 
1 2 3 4 5 6  12 
07.   Serious assault (i.e. with weapon 
like truncheon, knife or fire-arm) 
1 2 3 4 5 6  13 
08.   Rape 1 2 3 4 5 6  14 
09.   Other sexual crime (e.g. indecent 
suggestion) 
1 2 3 4 5 6  15 
10.   Car theft 1 2 3 4 5 6  16 
11.   Theft of bicycle or motorcycle 1 2 3 4 5 6  17 
12.   Malicious damage to property 1 2 3 4 5 6  18 
13.   Fraud, forgery or similar offence 1 2 3 4 5 6  19 
 
 
N.B.   IF A CRIME HAS NEVER BEEN COMMITTED AGAINST YOU, IGNORE QUESTIONS 2-23 
AND CONTINUE WITH QUESTION 24. 
 
IF, HOWEVER, ONE OR MORE OF THE ABOVE MENTIONED CRIMES HAVE BEEN 
COMMITTED AGAINST YOU, PLEASE COMPLETE QUESTIONS 2 TO 23 WHERE 
APPLICABLE. 
 
2.   Which one of the crimes committed against you was committed most recently? Write down on 
the dotted line below the crime and the number which appears to the left of the crime concerned. 
 
Crime (e.g. burglary)…………………………………………………………………..    
Number (e.g. 04)………………………………………………………………………. 20-21 
 
RESPONDENT: Please note that the following questions (3 to 23) are applicable only to the most 
recent crime committed against you (i.e. the crime mentioned above in question 2.) 
 
 
3.   Did you report this crime to the police? 
 
Yes 1 No 2  22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 1  
 
 
4.   If you did not report this crime, what is the most important reason for not reporting it? Mark one 
only. 
 
N.a. – Crime was reported 0   
Did not think that the crime(s) was serious enough 1   
Did not think that the police would investigate the case 2   
Did not think that the police would be able to trace the offender(s) 3   
Thought that it was a private matter 4   
Did not want to get involved 5   
Was afraid of revenge 6   
Wished to avoid embarrassment (e.g. offender was known to me) 7   
Did not have sufficient evidence 8   
Other (please specify)…………………………………………………. 
…………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………… 
   
 
23 
 
 
5.   Where was the crime (mentioned in Question 2) committed? 
 
In or at my own place of residence, garage or other building on my 
property 
1   
In or at a holiday place of residence, hotel or motel 2   
In a commercial building such as a shop, restaurant, bank, station, 
service station or café 
3   
In an office, a factory or warehouse 4   
Close to my own place of residence such as the pavement, yard, 
carport or driveway 
5   
On the street, in a park, playground, parking area or the veld 6   
On public transport (e.g. train or bus) 7  
Other (specify)…………………………………………………………..   24 
 
 
6.   During which month did the incident occur? 
 
Cannot remember/don’t know 0   
Summer (December, January, February) 1  
Autumn (March, April, May) 2   
Winter (June, July, August) 3  
Spring (September, October, November) 4  24 
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7.   On which day and at what time of day did the incident occur? 
 
I cannot remember/don’t know 00    
 
Monday 
Morning (06h00-12h00) 01    
Afternoon (12h00-18h00) 02    
Evening (18h00-24h00) 03    
Night-time (24h00-06h00) 04    
 
Tuesday 
Morning (06h00-12h00) 05    
Afternoon (12h00-18h00) 06    
Evening (18h00-24h00) 07    
Night-time (24h00-06h00) 08    
 
Wednesday 
Morning (06h00-12h00) 09    
Afternoon (12h00-18h00) 10    
Evening (18h00-24h00) 11    
Night-time (24h00-06h00) 12    
 
Thursday 
Morning (06h00-12h00) 13    
Afternoon (12h00-18h00) 14    
Evening (18h00-24h00) 15    
Night-time (24h00-06h00) 16    
 
Friday 
Morning (06h00-12h00) 17    
Afternoon (12h00-18h00) 18    
Evening (18h00-24h00) 19    
Night-time (24h00-06h00) 20    
 
Saturday 
Morning (06h00-12h00) 21    
Afternoon (12h00-18h00) 22    
Evening (18h00-24h00) 23    
Night-time (24h00-06h00) 24    
 
Sunday 
 
Morning (06h00-12h00) 25    
Afternoon (12h00-18h00) 26    
Evening (18h00-24h00) 27    
Night-time (24h00-06h00) 28   26-27 
 
 
8.   Were you the sole victim at the time of the crime? In case you were not the sole victim, how 
many other persons (apart from yourself) were victims? 
 
Was the sole victim 1   
One more person 2   
Two more persons 3   
Three more persons 4   
Four more persons 5   
Five or more other persons 6  28 
 
 
9.   Was any violence used against you at the time of the incident? 
 
Yes 1 No 2   29 
 
 
10.   If violence was used against you (i.e. “Yes” to question 9), indicate whether the following 
occurred. (In the case of no violence having been used, encircle the 0 throughout. 
 
 N.a. Yes No   
A rifle/revolver/pistol was used or brandished 0 1 2  30 
A knife was used or brandished 0 1 2  31 
An object (truncheon/kierie/rock, etc.) was used. (This includes 
being threatened with the object.) 
0 1 2  32 
Physical violence (kicked, hit, etc.) 0 1 2  33
 
 1  
 
11.   Did you in any way resist the offender? 
 
Yes 1 No 2   34 
 
 
12.   If you did show resistance, give a brief description of your action. 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………..  35 
 
 
13.   Did you sustain any injuries during this incident? 
 
N.a. – Was not present at the time of the incident 0   
Yes, did sustain injuries 1   
No, did not sustain any injuries 2  36 
 
 
N.B.   In the case of you having sustained an injury (“Yes” to Question 12), answer Questions 
14(a)-14(e). If you have not sustained an injury, ignore questions 14(a)-14(e) and continue with 
Question 15. 
 
 
14(a)   How serious were these injuries? 
 
Slight injuries – no specialized medical treatment was 
necessary 
1   
Serious injuries – had to receive medical treatment as 
an outpatient at a hospital or in a doctor’s surgery 
2   
Serious injuries – had to be admitted to hospital 3  37 
 
14(b)   What was the nature of these injuries? (Mark each possibility) 
 
 Yes No   
Rape 1 2  38 
Attempted rape 1 2  39 
Knife or bullet wound 1 2  40 
Broken bones or missing teeth 1 2  41 
Internal injuries, unconsciousness 1 2  42 
Bruises, black eyes, cuts, abrasions, etc. 1 2  43 
Other (specify)……………………………………... 1 2  44 
 
 
14©   Were you, at the time of the injury, a member of a medical aid scheme or entitled to 
assistance from any other type of medical aid e.g. from the Department of Health, Welfare and 
Pensions or as a war veteran, etc.? 
 
Yes No Uncertain   
1 2 3  45 
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14(d)   Did any insurance or medical aid scheme pay any or all of the medical expenses incurred by 
yourself as a result of your injuries? 
 
N.a. – No medical expenses 0   
Yes – paid in full 1   
Yes – paid some of the costs 2   
No – had to pay all the costs myself 3  46 
 
 
14(e)   How many days, in total, did you have to stay away from work as a result of injuries incurred 
during this incident? 
 
N.a. – Was injured but did not stay away from work/Was 
unemployed/Did not work 
000     
Number of days (in total)……………………………………….     47-49 
 
 
15.   What is the total value of the goods you lost as a result of the crime (mentioned in Question 2) 
committed against you? 
 
N.a. – Suffered no losses 000     
Financial losses amounted to R…………… (approximated to the 
nearest rand) 
     
50-52 
 
 
16.   Were any of the goods you lost during the crime (mentioned in question 2) insured? 
 
N.a. – Suffered no losses 0   
Yes, everything was insured 1   
Yes, some of the goods were insured 2   
No, nothing was insured 3  53 
 
 
17.   Did you receive any reimbursement from the insurance company after this incident? 
 
N.a. – suffered no losses/Goods were not insured 0   
No, did not submit a claim 1   
No, the insurance company refused the claim 2   
Yes, did receive a portion of the value of the stolen goods 3   
Yes, claim was fully met 4  54 
 
 
18.   Who committed this crime? 
 
A member of your  family 0   
One or more of your friends or acquintances 1   
One or more persons unknown to you 2   
Any combination of the above 3   
Do not know 4  55 
 
 
19.   How many people were responsible for this crime? 
 
Don’t know 0   
One person 1   
Two persons 2   
Three persons 3   
Four or more persons 4  56 
 
 1  
 
20.   To which racial group did the offender(s) belong? 
 
Coloured 1   
Black 2   
White 3   
Combination of the above races 4   
Do not know 5  57 
 
 
21.   What was the sex of the offender? 
 
Male 1   
Female 2   
Offenders of both sexes 3   
Do not know 4  58 
 
 
22.   Was the offender(s) a youth or an adult? 
 
Youth(s) (probably between 7 and 17 years of age) 1   
Adults(s) (person 18 years or older) 2   
Youth(s) and adult(s) 3   
Do not know 4  59 
 
 
23.   How long ago was this crime committed against you? 
 
0-11 
months ago 
12-23 
months ago 
Between 2-
3 years ago 
Between 3-
4 years ago 
Between 4-
5 years ago 
5 or more 
years ago 
  
1 2 3 4 5 6  60
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SECTION B 
 
GENERAL ATTITUDES 
 
24.   Please give your opinion on each of the following statements: 
 
 Agree 
strongly 
Agree Neutral Dis-
agree 
Disagree 
strongly 
  
(1)  Homosexual activities between con-
senting adults may be distasteful, but it 
should nevertheless not be seen as a 
crime. 
1 2 3 4 5  61 
(2)  Many of the radical ideas of today will 
become the accepted opinions and 
customs of tomorrow 
1 2 3 4 5  62 
(3)  People who want to put sex offenders 
in prison, or beat them up, are sick. 
1 2 3 4 5  63 
(4)  It is sometimes necessary to make an 
investigation into certain personal and 
private matters. 
1 2 3 4 5  64 
(5)  An insult to one’s honour is not always 
worth worrying about. 
1 2 3 4 5  65 
(6)  Sex offences like rape and assaults on 
children are signs of psychological 
deviance. Such people belong in hospital, 
not in prison. 
1 2 3 4 5  66 
(7)  Most honest people will admit to 
themselves that they have hated their 
parents at some or other time in their lives. 
1 2 3 4 5  67 
(8)  No sensible, normal, respectable 
person will ever consider hurting a good 
friend or relative. 
1 2 3 4 5  68 
(9)  No sensible, normal, respectable 
person will ever consider hurting a good 
friend or relative. 
1 2 3 4 5  69 
(10)  Sex offences like rape and assault on 
children deserve more than a prison 
sentence. Such criminals should receive 
capital punishment in public, or even 
something worse. 
1 2 3 4 5  70 
(11)  Obedience and respect for authority 
are the most important virtues children 
should learn. 
1 2 3 4 5  71 
(12)  What young people need most is 
strict discipline, unflinching determination, 
and the will to fight for home and 
fatherland. 
1 2 3 4 5  72 
(13)  There can hardly be anything worse 
than someone who does not have a lot of 
love, gratitude and respect for his/her 
parents. 
1 2 3 4 5  73 
(14)  Homosexuals are not any better than 
criminals, and should be severely 
punished. 
1 2 3 4 5  74 
 
  75-76 
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25.   Please answer each of the following questions: 
 
 Yes Un-
certain 
No   
(1)   Are you the type of person who always likes to have your 
own way? 
1    7 
(2)   Do you tend to boss people around? 1 2 3  8 
(3)   Do you like to have tings done perfectly? 1 2 3  9 
(4)   Do you think one point of view is as valid as another? 1 2 3  10 
(5)   Do you suffer fools gladly? 1 2 3  11 
(6)   Are you often critical of the way other people do things? 1 2 3  12 
(7)   Do you like people to be definite when they say things? 1 2 3  13 
(8)   Does incompetence irritate  you? 1 2 3  14 
(9)   Do you dislike having to tell others what to so? 1 2 3  15 
(10)  When you are told to take charge of a situation, does this 
make you feel uncomfortable? 
1 2 3  16 
(11)  Would you rather take orders than give them? 1 2 3  17 
(12)  Do you dislike standing out in a crowd? 1 2 3  18 
(13)  Do you find it difficult to make up your own mind about 
things? 
1 2 3  19 
(14)  If anyone is going to be Top Dog, would you rather it be 
you? 
1 2 3  20 
 
 
  22-22 
 
 
 
SECTION C 
 
HOMOSEXUALITY 
 
Ijn the following section you will be asked several questions concerning homosexuality. 
 
26.   Do you know any homosexual persons? 
 
Yes, know one or more well 1   
Yes, know one or more, but not well 2   
No, do not know any homosexual persons 3  23 
 
 
27.   Please indicate to what extent, in your opinion, each of the following plays a role in causing 
homosexuality? 
 
 Very 
important 
Less 
important 
Not at all 
important 
Do not 
know 
  
(a)   Hereditary factors 1 2 3 4  24 
(b)   Irreligion 1 2 3 4  25 
©   Immorality 1 2 3 4  26 
(d)   Seduction by other usually older, 
homosexuals 
1 2 3 4  27 
(e)   Faulty upbringing 1 2 3 4  28 
(f)   Moral decay 1 2 3 4  29 
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28.   Please answer each of the following questions? 
 
 Yes No   
(a)  Should homosexuals be allowed to work in any occupation for 
which they are qualified? 
1 2  30 
(b)  Should homosexuals be allowed to rent any apartment that they 
can financially afford? 
1 2  31 
©  Should homosexuals be allowed to teach in public schools? 1 2  32 
(d)  Should homosexuals be allowed to form a union to express their 
grievances? 
1 2  33 
(e)  Should homosexuals have the right to hold public office (e.g. as 
mayor or MP)? 
1 2  34 
(f)  Should homosexuals be allowed to follow a career in the South 
African Defence Force? 
1 2  35 
 
 
  36-37 
 
 
PROCEDURE FOR COMPLETING QUESTION 29 
 
29   In this section you are requested to evaluate male and female homosexuals respectively on the 
basis of certain traits, on two identical, though separate scales. In order to give your opinion most 
accurately, you must choose between two words with opposite meanings (antonyms). 
 
EXAMPLE: 
 
Imagine you are requested to evaluate vagrants in terms of certain traits or characteristics such as 
beautiful or ugly, honest or dishonest, dependent or independent. 
 
(1)   beautiful…………………………………………………………………X…. ugly 
(2)   dishonest…………………X…………………………………………………honest 
(3)   unintelligent                               X                                                          intelligent 
 
The person who did this evaluation feels that vagrants are extremely ugly. Subsequently he placed 
the cross in the space immediately next to the word “ugly” (SEE (1) ABOVE). 
 
As far as this particular person is concerned, vagrants are more dishonest than honest, but 
because he does not consider them to be extremely dishonest, he decided to place the cross three 
space from the word “dishonest” (see (2) above). Because he considers vagrants to be neither 
intelligent nor unintelligent but a little of both, he placed the cross in the centre place (see (3) 
above). 
 
To summarize: The closer you place a cross to a particular word (trait), the better that word 
describes the specific subject you wish to evaluate. 
 
IMPORTANT: 
 
(1)   Place your crosses in the spaces provided. 
 
(2)   Please respond to each set of words (traits). 
 
(3)   Make only one cross between each set of words. 
 
(4)   Please respond according to your initial feeling. Remember, we want your personal opinion; do 
not discuss it with someone else before responding. 
 
Please turn over to start evaluating male and female homosexuals respectively on the following two 
scales. 
 
 2  
 
 
 
 
 
29 (a)   MALE HOMOSEXUALS 
 
 
 
Sociable…………………………………………………………………………..unsociable  38 
Kind………………………………………………………………………………..cruel  39 
Bad…………………………………………………………………………………good  40 
Clean……………………………………………………………………………….dirty  41 
Trustworthy……………………………………………………………………….untrustworthy  42 
Childish……………………………………………………………………………mature  43 
Insane……………………………………………………………………………..sane  44 
Masculine………………………………………………………………………….feminine  45 
Passive…………………………………………………………………………….militant  46 
Sensitive…………………………………………………………………………..insensitive  47 
Uncreative…………………………………………………………………………creative  48 
 
 
 
29 (b)   FEMALE HOMOSEXUALS 
 
Sociable…………………………………………………………………………..unsociable  49 
Kind………………………………………………………………………………..cruel  50 
Bad…………………………………………………………………………………good  51 
Clean……………………………………………………………………………….dirty  52 
Trustworthy……………………………………………………………………….untrustworthy  53 
Childish……………………………………………………………………………mature  54 
Insane……………………………………………………………………………..sane  55 
Masculine………………………………………………………………………….feminine  56 
Passive…………………………………………………………………………….militant  57 
Sensitive…………………………………………………………………………..insensitive  58 
Uncreative…………………………………………………………………………creative  59 
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SECTION D 
 
ATTITUDE TOWARDS ABORTION 
 
30.   Abortion ought to be allowed when: 
 
(a)   the continuation of pregnancy endangers the life of the woman or when it presents a serious 
threat to her physical and mental health. 
 
Yes 1 No 2 Uncertain 3  60 
 
(b)   a greater danger exists that the child to be born will suffer from a physical or mental defect of 
such a nature as to permanently handicap him/her. 
 
Yes 1 No 2 Uncertain 3  61 
 
©   the pregnancy occurred as a result of rape, incest or illegal intercourse with a mentally retarded 
woman. 
 
Yes 1 No 2 Uncertain 3  62 
 
(d)   the mother is unmarried and either refuses to or cannot marry the father of the child. 
 
Yes Yes, but only during 
the first weeks of 
pregnancy 
No Uncertain   
1 2 3 4  63 
 
(e)   the parents are married but, due to extreme poverty, cannot support another child. 
 
Yes Yes, but only during 
the first weeks of 
pregnancy 
No Uncertain   
1 2 3 4  64 
 
 
31.   Abortion ought to be available on demand to any woman who requests it. 
 
Yes Yes, but only during 
the first weeks of 
pregnancy 
No Uncertain   
1 2 3 4  65 
 
 
SECTION E 
 
ATTITUDE TOWARD EUTHANASIA 
 
32.   The opinion is often held that euthanasia ought to be allowed in cases where it is requested  
by patients suffering from serious, insurable and extremely painful diseases. What is your opinion in 
this regard? 
 
Strongly 
agree 
Agree Don’t know/ 
Uncertain 
Disagree Strongly 
disagree 
  
1 2 3 4 5  66
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SECTION F 
 
GENERAL 
 
33.   What is your gross annual income (i.e. before deductions)? (In the case of married women the 
income of the family’s breadwinner must be furnished). 
 
Less than 
R8000 
p.a. 
R8000 
to 
R12000 
R13000 
to 
R17000 
R18000 
to 
R22000 
More 
than 
R22000 
  
1 2 3 4 5  67 
 
 
34.   To which church do you belong? 
 
None 01    
Nederduitse Gereformeerde Kerk 02    
Nederduitsch Hervormde Kerk 03    
Gereformeerde Kerk 04    
Apostolic Faith Mission 05    
Methodist Church 06    
Baptist Church 07    
Anglican Church (Church of England) 08    
Anglican Church (Church of the Province) 09    
Presbyterian Church 10    
Lutheran Church 11    
Roman Catholic Church 12    
Other (Specify)    68-69 
 
 
35.   On which day did you complete this questionnaire? 
 
The …………….st/th day of October 1981. 
 
 
36.   Do you wish to comment on the questionnaire? 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
 
37.   Delete that which does not apply: 
 
My address is still the same/ 
MY address has changed and now is 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
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38.   What is your identity number? 
 
             7-19 
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39.   What do you receive at the moment 
 
SA Panorama 1 
Custos 2 
Bond Bonus 3 
 
 
What would you like to receive in future? 
 
1 
2 
3 20-21
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END OF QUESTIONNAIRE 
